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Preserving Our Open Space 
By Jeff Lindtner, Chairperson, Open Space Committee

The most frequent answer given when residents are asked what they love most about Springfield 
Township is ‘our rural character.’ That special character is defined by generous amounts of open 
space, farmland, wooded areas and vistas. 
Springfield Township has retained much of those qualities, while commercial and residential 
development has forever changed the landscapes of many of our neighboring townships, 
especially in central and lower Bucks County.
In 2005, Township residents voted over - whelmingly (74%) to approve a $5 million bond 
issue for the purpose of maintaining Open Space. The cost for this program has been modest, 
just .25% Earned Income Tax. Thus far, thirteen properties have been protected through the 
program at an average cost to the Township of $4,130 per acre. Another ten properties are
in line to be conserved over the next several months. 
In June, Heritage Conservancy, the regional land preservation organization, chose Springfield 
Township and its Open Space Committee to receive their Heritage Partnership Award for 
Land Conservation. 

2011 Heritage Partnership Award for Land Conservation - June 9, 2011

“The Land Conservation award recognizes individuals or organizations involved with projects, 
programs and initiatives aimed at protecting open space; promoting responsible land use; 
furthering collaboration and comprehensive planning.
We recognize the Springfield Township and its Open Space Committee for their efforts in 
permanently protecting over 3,000 acres within the township. 
Springfield Township has a landscape consisting of critical features that are high priorities 
for preservation: rolling farmland with prime agricultural soils; Cooks Creek, which is an 
exceptional value waterway; important natural areas recognized by the Bucks County Natural 
Areas Inventory; critical habitat for threatened and endangered species and scenic vistas.
The Open Space Committee has dedicated countless hours working to help protect large, 
contiguous areas of permanently protected open space. In the past year they have protected 
almost 800 acres with many more properties currently in the process of being preserved. 
The Township Open Space Committee should be recognized for their dedication and passion 
in preserving their community; their creativity in using Township funding to leverage County, 
State and Federal funding; and their knowledge in educating landowners on the tax benefits 
associated with bargain sales and easement donations.”
 

Thank you to our Open Space Committee for this achievement!

Town Watch Is Now in Effect!
By Debbie Scholes, Town Watch President

Springfield Township Town Watch, a non-profit volunteer organization, was formed in February of 2011 and incorporated in May. 
The founding group consists of approximately twenty members, which includes four elected officers and two Springfield Township 
Police Officers acting as liaisons to the Township Board of Supervisors. The purpose of the Town Watch is to observe and report any 
activity in our neighborhoods that appears out of the ordinary or suspicious, thus helping to deter criminals and keep our homes 
and neighborhoods safe.

Springfield Township has had a rash of burglaries—both during the day while residents are working and during the evening. Our 
goal is to deter criminals from frequenting our township. The Town Watch signs posted throughout the Township are part of the plan 
to let unscrupulous burglars know that we are on patrol and we will be watching for them in our neighborhoods.

The Town Watch received a number of monetary donations from residents as well as a major donation consisting of the balance 
in the Springtown Farmers Market account, as the Farm Market did not reopen in 2011. These funds were used for legal fees to 
incorporate, redesign the township logo for use on signs and the purchase of Town Watch signs now visible throughout the township.

Now we are ready to add volunteers so that we can begin patrolling throughout the Township. To become a volunteer, go to the 
township website (www.springfieldbucks.org), select Downloads, Town Watch, and Volunteer Application. The Springfield Township 
Police Department will review each application and conduct a criminal history background check. Following this, qualified 
applicants will be added to the Town Watch email list and will receive a copy of the rules and procedures to follow while “on patrol.” 
It is the goal to assign each volunteer to a three-hour patrol period per month. While patrolling, volunteers will report any unusual 
or suspicious activity to the Springfield Township Police Department. 

Town Watch meetings are the first Thursday of each month at the Township building at 7:00 p.m. All residents are invited to attend 
and your ideas are welcome. Please become a concerned citizen and volunteer to help keep crime out of your neighborhood!

If you would like to make a tax-exempt donation to support the Town Watch, please send your check to Springfield Township, 
noting it is to be deposited into the Town Watch Fund. Be sure to stop by and visit our booth on Community Day!

Note: Springfield Township Police Department now has an engraving tool that residents can borrow to inscribe their personal belongings with
ID marks or numbers. In the event the item is stolen and recovered, this can assist in identifying the owner. 
This engraving tool can be borrowed from the township for a short time at no cost to residents. Contact the Township office for more information.
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Article provided by Will Helm, Fire Marshall from the FEMA/US Fire Administration, www.fema.org

Fire
Each year, more than 4,000 Americans die and more than 25,000 are injured in fires, many of which could be prevented. 
Direct property loss due to fires is estimated at $8.6 billion annually. To protect yourself, it is important to understand the basic 
characteristics of fire. Fire spreads quickly; there is no time to gather valuables or make a phone call. In just two minutes, a fire 
can become life threatening. In five minutes, a residence can be engulfed in flames. Heat and smoke from fire can be more 
dangerous than the flames. Inhaling the super-hot air can sear your lungs. Fire produces poisonous gases that make you 
disoriented and drowsy. Instead of being awakened by a fire, you may fall into a deeper sleep. Asphyxiation is the leading cause 
of fire deaths, exceeding burns by a three-to-one ratio.

What to do Before a Fire
The following are things you can do to protect yourself, your family and your property in the event of a fire:
Smoke Alarms
 • Install smoke alarms. Properly working smoke alarms decrease by half your chances of dying in a fire!
Escaping the Fire
 • Review escape routes with your family. Practice escaping from each room.
 • Make sure windows are not nailed or painted shut. Make sure security gratings on windows have a
  fire safety-opening feature so they can be opened easily from the inside.
Flammable Items
 • Store flammable liquids in approved containers in well-ventilated storage areas.
 • Never smoke near flammable liquids.
 • After using, properly discard all rags or materials that have been soaked in flammable liquids. Safely discard
   them outdoors in a metal container.
Heating Sources
 • Be careful when using alternative heating sources.
 • Be sure to fill kerosene heaters outside, and be sure they have cooled.
 • Place heaters at least three feet away from flammable materials. Make sure the floor and nearby walls are properly insulated.
 • Store ashes in a metal container outside and away from your residence.
 • Keep a screen in front of the fireplace.
 • Have heating units inspected and cleaned annually by a certified specialist.
Matches and Smoking
 • Keep matches and lighters up high, away from children, and, if possible, in a locked cabinet.
 • Never smoke in bed or when drowsy or medicated. Provide smokers with deep, sturdy ashtrays.
  Douse cigarette and cigar butts with water before disposal.
Electrical Wiring
 • Inspect extension cords for frayed or exposed wires or loose plugs.
 • Make sure wiring does not run under rugs, over nails, or across high-traffic areas.
 • Do not overload extension cords or outlets. If you need to plug in two or three appliances, get a
  UL-approved unit with built-in circuit breakers to prevent sparks and short circuits.
Other
 • Sleep with your door closed.
 • Install A-B-C-type fire extinguishers in your residence and teach family members how to use them.
 • Consider installing an automatic fire sprinkler system in your residence.

What to do During a Fire
If your clothes catch on fire, you should:
 • Stop, drop and roll - until the fire is extinguished. Running only makes the fire burn faster.
To escape a fire, you should:
 • Check closed doors for heat before you open them. If you are escaping through a closed door, use the back of your hand to feel the
   top of the door, the doorknob and the crack between the door and doorframe before you open it. Never use the palm of your
   hand or fingers to test for heat. Burning those areas could impair your ability to escape a fire (i.e., ladders and crawling).
Hot Door/Cool Door 
 • Do not open a hot door. Escape through a window. If you cannot escape, hang a white or light-colored sheet outside the window, 
  alerting fire fighters to your presence.
 • Cool door - open slowly and ensure fire and/or smoke are not blocking your escape route. If your escape route is blocked, shut the
   door immediately and use an alternate escape route, such as a window. If clear, leave immediately through the door and close 
  it behind you. Be prepared to crawl. Smoke and heat rise. The air is clearer and cooler near the floor.
 • Crawl low under any smoke to your exit. Heavy smoke and poisonous gases collect first along the ceiling.
 • Close doors behind you as you escape to delay the spread of the fire.
 • Stay out once you are safely out. Do not reenter. Call 911.
What to do After a Fire
The following are guidelines for different circumstances in the period following a fire:
 If you are with burn victims, or are a burn victim yourself, call 911; cool and cover burns to
 reduce chance of further injury or infection.
 • If you detect heat or smoke when entering a damaged building, evacuate immediately.
 • If you are a tenant, contact the landlord.If you have a safe or strong box, do not try to open it.
  It can hold intense heat for several hours. If the door is opened before the box has cooled, 
  the contents could burst into flames.
 • If you must leave your home because a building inspector says the building is unsafe, ask someone you
  trust to watch the property during your absence.

The Walking Purchase of 1737
By Karen Freeh, Chairperson, Springfield Township Historic Committee

    Many township residents drive by the Walking Purchase monument several times a week. 
As drivers, our focus along this stretch of Route 412 is on the narrow bridge - not the historic 
monument. PennDot plans to widen the bridge in the near future.

    William Penn, a Quaker by faith, was known for establishing respectful relations with the 
Native Americans in Pennsylvania. Despite being granted land ownership by the King of England, 
he compensated native tribes for land that was later settled by colonists. It was his intention to 
establish a “Peaceable Kingdom,” where natives and colonists would be friends and brothers.
For years, the land purchases were not a source of conflict; tribes were not removed from the 
land. When Penn died in 1718, his three sons later became proprieters of Pennsylvania.

    German and Scotch-Irish immigrants continued to arrive and started to settle in areas that were 
not confirmed by William Penn’s deeds. Sachem Nutimus (Nootamis), a leader of a Delaware 
tribe settled in what is known as the Forks area of the Delaware, had not made any deals with 
the Penns and did not intend to sell any land claims. Thomas Penn and Provincial Secretary James 
Logan wanted to secure this area for settlement and were determined to find evidence that the 
Forks area had been sold prior to Nutimus arriving in the area.  

    A draft document, possibly forged, was submitted as evidence. It claimed that in 1686, 
William Penn was sold a tract that began in Wrightstown, Bucks County, and was to extend “as 
far as a man could go in a day and a half.” Nutimus objected and a second survey and walk 
were planned to settle the dispute. Part was opened to settlers, 6,500 acres were reserved as an 

Indian Tract Manor, and a deal was negotiated with the leaders of the Six Nations to give up their land interests in southeastern 
Pennsylvania, including the Forks area. Men were hired to clear and open a path for the walkers. The Lenape were suspicious of 
Penn’s integrity, but were shown a map that distorted the distances to the advantage of the English.

    On the morning of September 19, 1737, a group of 
walkers left Wrightstown. The group included Penn’s hired 
men who had trained for the walk: Solomon Jennings, 
James Yeates, Edward Marshall and witnesses for the 
proprieters - Benjamin Eastburn, Nicholas Scull, John 
Chapman, and James Steel, Jr. Sheriff Timothy Smith acted 
as timekeeper. Lenape representatives were designated 
to ensure fair conduct: John Combush, Joe Tuneam 
(Neepaheilomon) and Tuneam’s brother-in-law, Tom. 
Solomon Jennings dropped out of the race near Tinicum. 
Along Durham Road at Stoney Point, the walkers turned west 
and followed a path. A short lunch break was taken near 
Springtown in a meadow owned by Mary Wilson, widow of 
George Wilson, an Indian trader and innkeeper. Near the 
end of the first day’s journey, walkers forded the Lehigh 
River. The Lenape voiced their concern about the running and were upset that the Lenape custom of walking along a path and 
taking breaks to hunt and smoke was not followed. They left the group, causing a two-hour delay the following morning before 
they returned for an additional ten miles. Hard rain and exhaustion on the second day caused Yeates to quit.  

    Edward Marshall traveled northwest for sixty-five miles in eighteen hours, ending the Walking Purchase near Mauch Chunk 
(Jim Thorpe). The site was marked with five oak trees and Penn’s name. The limits of the purchase were plotted with an upper 
boundary line extending to the northeast, taking advantage of the curves of the Delaware River. Approximately 1,200,000 acres 
of land in what is today Bucks, Lehigh, Northampton, Schuykill, Carbon, Monroe, and Pike counties were claimed. The Lenape, 
having lost their prime hunting land, were forced westward towards Shamokin and the Wyoming Valley.

    Edward Marshall was awarded 5 pounds sterling and 500 acres (the village of Marshall’s Creek) for completion of the walk. 
The Lenape attacked Marshall’s home and family several times, killing his wife and two children. He eventually returned to Bucks 
County. James Yeates lost his sight and died three days after dropping out of the race. Solomon Jennings never fully recovered 
from the exertion.

    For some time, the Lenape were quiet about their loss of trust with the Penns. Eventually they signed letters of complaint and 
threatened to involve other tribes in the restoration of their land. Nutimus received no support from the Six Nations. When settlers 
were attacked during the French and Indian War, hostility was blamed on the deception that took place with the Walking Purchase.  
Later Teedyuscong accused the proprieters of fraud. The charges were reported to the King and investigated. In 1762, the 
accusations were withdrawn. Teedyuscong had lost his credibility due to excessive drinking. In 2004, the Delaware Nation sued 
Pennsylvania, claiming 314 acres of the original purchase. The case was dismissed by the court system.

    Springfield Township historian Dr. B.F. Fackenthal later commented that “This monument is not erected to glorify the Indian Walk, 
as all true Americans should blush with shame for the injustice done.” The Stoney Point site and Luncheon Place site are marked 
by monuments. Chief Strong Wolf made an address at the unveiling on October 25, 1925. (Photo courtesy of Gladys Koder) 
The original plaque was later removed from the monument by vandals and was replaced with a less detailed version.



Police News
By Officer Mark Laudenslager, Springfield Township Police Department
The Board of Supervisors sought the involvement of the Police Department in helping to create a Town Watch Program in Springfield 
Township. We learned of a successful Town Watch program in Amity Township, Berks County, where they have been helping the 
police keep their residents safe for the past 25 years. Diana Hyres, the President of Amity Township Town Watch, kindly made 
several trips to Springfield where she lent her expertise in guiding a core group of interested residents and representatives from the 
Township to form our own Town Watch group. 
Two liaison officers from the Police Department are helping to form and guide the Town Watch program. We are convinced that the 
Town Watch patrols, coupled with the high-visibility Town Watch signs, will help to curb the spike in burglaries and other crimes in 
our area. The Police wish to thank the volunteers of the Town Watch group, and encourage more residents to consider becoming 
members. If you are interested, call the township office at 610-346-6700, ext 10, or download an application form from the 
Township website: www.springfieldbucks.org.
The frequency of fraud complaints being reported to the Police Department has increased dramatically over the past few years. 
The following are common schemes you may be exposed to:  
(1) You receive a phone call where the caller claims you have won a prize or the lottery. The caller requires that you wire them 
money to release the item or check.  
(2) You place an ad on a site (such as Craigslist) listing an article for sale. You receive a reply to the ad where the person makes up 
a story where they are forced to send you a check for more than the cost of the item you are selling. They will send you a counterfeit 
check that a bank may cash. They request you send the difference by wire (such as Western Union). Any schemes similar to these 
are fraud. REMEMBER, IF IT SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE - IT IS!  
There are also transient groups of organized criminals referred to as “gypsies”. These individuals may enter unlocked homes or 
distract the occupants, often senior citizens, who are trusting and may have quantities of cash or jewelry in their homes. They may 
try to distract you by knocking on one door of your house while an associate slips into another door while you are talking to the
contact person. Police strongly encourage you to keep the doors of your home and vehicles locked at all times. If a stranger knocks 
on your door, do not open the door for the person, and call police immediately at 9-1-1. The reason the person is at your door may 
be legitimate, but it could also be a “gypsy” or perhaps a burglar establishing whether anyone is home before breaking in. Report 
all suspicious activity immediately. Help us help you!

In June, Springfield Township Police accepted a gracious donation from Springfield
resident Kurt Koch, owner of Milham Ford/Toyota in Easton, Pennsylvania. Kurt 
donated a much-needed police car, a 2003 Ford Crown Victoria Interceptor, to 

the Township. Thanks, Kurt!
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2011 Calendar
September 5 - Labor Day Holiday
     (Township Offices Closed)

September 24 - Community Day
     @ Silver Creek Athletic Association

September 24 - Lower Saucon Computer/
      Electronics Recycling (open to Springfield
       Township) Questions? Call: 610 797 7608

October 1 - Tire Recycling Day
      (Township Grounds)

October 10 - Columbus Day
     (Township Offices Closed)

October 11 - Last day to register for 
     November election

October 30 - Springtown Fire Department’s
     Halloween Parade (Begins at 1 p.m.)

October 31 - Springtown Trick or Treat Night
     (6 To 8 p.m.)

November 1 - Last day to apply for a civilian
      absentee ballot

November 4 - Last day for County Boards of
      Elections to receive absentee ballots

November 5 - Cooks Creek Watershed 
      Roadside Cleanup (Route 212)

November 6 - Daylight Saving Time ENDS
     (Turn clocks BACK 1 hour)

November 8 - General Election Day
     (Township Offices Closed)

November 24 & 25 - Thanksgiving Holiday
     (Township Offices Closed)

December 26 - Christmas Holiday
     (Township Offices Closed)

2012 Calendar
January 2 - New Year’s Day Holiday
     (Township Offices Closed)

February 20 - Presidents’ Day
     (Township Offices Closed)

March 11 - Daylight Saving Time BEGINS
     (Turn clocks AHEAD 1 hour)

April 7 - Cooks Creek Watershed Roadside
      Cleanup

May 28 - Memorial Day
     (Township Offices Closed)

July 4 - Independence Day
     (Township Offices Closed)

September 3 - Labor Day
     (Township Offices Closed)

Check the Announcement page of the township website 
for meeting schedule and/or meeting cancellations – 
www.springfieldbucks.org

Springfield Township, Bucks County
Municipal Office
2320 Township Road
Quakertown, PA 18951

Phone: 610 346 6700
Fax: 610 346 8777
Email: info@springfieldbucks.org
Web Site: www.springfieldbucks.org
Municipal office hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Dial 911 for Emergencies
  Operator/General Information: 610 346 6700 x 10

Administration/Zoning/Planning: 610 346 6700 x 12

              Finance: 610 346 6700 x 20

        Inspections (Code Masters): 484 223 0763

               Permits: 610 346 6700 x 10

             Police (non-emergency): 610 982 5411

            Real Estate Tax Collector: 610 346 7540

                               Road Issues: 610 346 6700 x 19

Springfield Township is on the web! 
Check our web site for important information about the 
Township and its services:
www.springfieldbucks.org

We send out periodic eNewsletters to reach residents quickly
with time-sensitive information.
To be added to the eNews mailing list, submit your name, 
address and email to:
info@springfieldbucks.org

Planning Commission Report
By Bobb Carson, Chairperson, Planning Commission

It has been a quiet year in Springfield Township for development and subdivision. The recession in the real estate market has
manifested itself here in the form of few subdivision applications, nearly all of which are for minor (less than 3 lots) plans. The
only major subdivisions pending are plans that were formulated in previous years and have yet to be completed. Given this lull
in activity, the Springfield Township Planning Commission (STPC) has directed its attention to ordinance revision, so that when the 
market improves, the Township will have its regulations in order. 

In the past year, the STPC recommended to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) a comprehensive revision of the Township’s Subdivision 
and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO), the document which details the mechanics of subdivision. The proposed version,
which has been reviewed by the BOS and will be now further reviewed by the Bucks County Planning Commission, will replace
the existing SALDO, which has been in effect since 1996 (with subsequent amendments). The changes recommended will bring the 
SALDO into conformance with the (2010 version of the) Zoning Ordinance, current state and county regulations, the 2010 Storm 
Water Management Ordinance and the updated (2011) Wastewater Management Plan. 

Currently, the STPC is working on amendments to the Zoning Ordinance to regulate solar arrays and wind turbines. Several solar 
panels have been installed in the township over the past 2 years and although no wind turbines have been proposed since the oil 
crisis of the 1970’s, it behooves the township to address the zoning implications of modern renewable energy installations. 

Planning Commission members are Bobb Carson, Bruce Fritchman, Scott Douglas, John Chilton, Peter Lamana, Curtis Reiss
and Robert Ritter. 
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News from the Springfield Township Tax Office 
By Irene Elinich, Real Estate Tax Collector
 
Veterans who have been declared 100% disabled due to an act of war may be eligible to receive an exemption from their real estate taxes. 
If you know of a disabled Veteran, please mention this to him/her. They should contact their VA representative and discuss the possibility of 
an exemption.
Is your family taking advantage of the Homestead/Farmstead Act? This act provides for an assessment reduction determined by certain revenues 
received from gambling proceeds divided by the number of participating properties. However, there are rules. If your tax bill permits payment by 
installment, then you are already receiving this benefit. Please pass the word, if you refinance or do any type of change to your deed, you will be 
dropped from the program and must reapply. We suggest that all persons reapply when a new deed is recorded.
To see if you may qualify for the Homestead Act reduction, Google search using “Bucks County Homestead Act.” The link to the Bucks County 
Board of Assessments should appear and you will find both instructions and the Application for the Act. You can reach the Board of Assessments 
by calling 215-348-6219 or by writing to:
     Board of Assessment Appeals Office 
           County Administration Building 
           55 E. Court Street 
           Doylestown, PA 18901
There has been an occurrence in Bucks County where a third party was able to take possession of a home through a questionable practice. 
To date it may only impact those homeowners that have a lien on their mortgaged property because of unpaid real estate taxes, but the legalities 
have yet to be settled.
In the event the property owner has defaulted on the payment of their real estate taxes, the lender may opt to protect their interest in the property 
by executing an option listed in the mortgage agreement. The mortgage will contain language allowing the lender to pay the real estate taxes in 
the event of default.  
The property owner receives a simple warning letter telling them that they have thirty days to settle on the outstanding taxes. If they fail to pay 
off the taxes within the thirty days, a third party will be paying the real estate taxes. The third party may then demand payment from the property 
owner or assume possession of the property by taking additional legal steps. DO NOT disregard a letter demanding you pay your real estate taxes 
or an offer to pay your real estate taxes on your behalf. This tax office or the Township Office cannot give legal advice; we can only 
mention these incidents have occurred.

Environment Matters 
By W. Scott Douglas, Chairman, Springfield Environmental Advisory Council (EAC)

For those of you who are following the Marcellus Shale issue, you may wish to know that New Jersey actually banned the practice 
from the State. Apparently, the concerns regarding water quality trumped the potential for economic development. I imagine that 
as water becomes more and more the limiting factor for residential survival, we will see more of these kinds of decisions. However, 
for Pennsylvania, it appears that we may be the “guinea pig” for the mid-Atlantic region, since there is a “no holds barred” policy 
for drilling in the Commonwealth. I can only hope that the resource-depleted environmental regulators in Harrisburg are able to 
keep pace with the development. 
On a recent kayaking excursion to the Youghiogheny River, I saw several of the drilling sites. They had cleared a large 
(it appeared to be several acres) area of State Forest at each site, not just for the well, but also for the retention basin for the 
waste. It seems to me that many of these communities are either just getting over or are still dealing with the environmental price 
tag of coal extraction, and as they finally are seeing a growth in commercial recreation, they are now faced with a resource 
extraction boom.  
Speaking of energy and resource extraction, the fight against the power line along the Tohickon is not over. The Township is 
still awaiting a decision from the appeals court. However, PPL is moving forward; they have applied for permits from DEP to do 
the construction areas for the poles. The last I heard they were addressing questions and concerns from DEP regarding their 
application, but in my experience PPL will eventually be granted their permit.  

On a more positive note, our local conservationists are busy preparing for the fall season with events to educate and entertain!  

 • September 10 – Rain Barrel Workshop at the Township Building (watch website for time) Cost - $35 to cover 
      the cost of materials. Learn how to build one, bring it home and maybe later, build some more by yourself to go with it!  

 • October 1 – Tire Recycling Day, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. (See ad below) Proceeds will be used for  future EAC projects. 
      (This year funds earned purchased a composting barrel for the township building). 

 • October 1 – Cooks Creek Watershed’s Annual Potluck Dinner at Springtown Rod & Gun Club.
      All are welcome, so we hope to see you there! 

 • November 5 – Roadside Cleanup, 9 a.m. If you liked the cleaner roadways after the spring cleanup, you can help 
      us on a smaller scale on this date when we clean between Springfield Elementary and Intersection of Hickory
       Lane/Route 212.

FROM THE OFFICE OF SENATOR BOB MENSCH   By Senator Bob Mensch
I’m a firm believer that government officials should be accessible to the people they represent. My staff and I have been working 
hard on setting up multiple, part-time satellite offices across the 24th District, along with community outreach services. I am proud 
and honored to be able to offer outreach hours at the Springfield Township Municipal Building once a week. Hours that my staff is 
available to assist residents:
 1st & 4th Wednesday of the month   9:00 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. 2nd Wednesday (odd months)   9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 2nd Wednesday (even months)       1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  3rd Wednesday 1:00 p.m.– 4:30 p.m. 
 For months with a 5th Wednesday    9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
As your state senator, there are many ways that my office staff can be of service to you. Listed below are several of the services that 
I invite you to utilize. My office is staffed by professionals trained to be of assistance to you in resolving problems with local, county 
and state bureaucracies and can help you by providing information on:  

 • Legislative updates to keep you informed about bills before the General Assembly 
 • Assistance to problems concerning state agencies such a PennDOT, Revenue, Public Welfare, as well as assistance
  filling out state applications. 
 • Informative brochures, pamphlets and guides on many topics of interest, such as: 
  • Guides to benefits and rights for senior citizens  • Property tax and rent rebate forms 
  • PACE/PACENET applications     • Pennsylvania Driver’s Manuals
  • Pennsylvania transportation maps   • Absentee ballot & voter registration forms 
  • PHEAA - student aid for higher education  • Attorney General’s Bureau of Consumer Protection 
  • Pennsylvania Tax & Revenue Forms    • Notary applications and endorsements 
  • Senatorial Citations and Certificates of Recognition to commemorate wedding anniversaries, birthdays, 
   Eagle Scout or Girl Scout Gold awards and other important occasions/achievements.
If you would like more information on the various outreach hours throughout the 24th District, please visit my website at 
www.senatormensch.com or call my office at 215-541-2388. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share these services 
and I look forward to working with you in the future.  

At the August 23 Board of Supervisors meeting, 
Senator Bob Mensch presented Ken and Sue Simmons

with a Senate Citation
commemorating their 65th wedding anniversary.

Ken is a vital member of the Springtown Water Authority. 

Congratulations to the Simmons!

Resident Teresa Burns donated her time and talent to help the township honor our Veterans.
The wreath is displayed in our native garden.
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Community Day 2011
By Rose Strong, Chairperson, Community Day Committee

Here comes Community Day again, but it’s not just any Community Day...on September 24 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at
Silver Creek Athletic Association, we’ll have our Fifth Annual event! To this committee, it’s a milestone! We had no idea how
to pull this off back in 2007, but we’ve done a bang-up job with it, improving each year, and 2011 is no exception!  

Community Day started out as a way to get the residents of the township together to better know one another, see what we have
to share with each other and just have some fun. It has turned out to be much more than that, thanks to the generosity and good 
will of Springfield Township’s residents.

For the past four years and continuing this year, we will be accepting non-perishable food, and  baby and personal hygiene
items for a local food bank. Items most in need are: individual heat-and-eat items that include stews, macaroni and cheese,
hot cereals and soups; baby formula; bar soap; peanut butter; crackers; canned fish and meats. Expanding on this idea in 2011, 
we’ll be collecting pet food and pet items for the new Bucks County SPCA.

As a way to make life a bit brighter around the holidays for needy families in the Palisades School District, we will again be
having our Silent Auction that’s been extremely successful the past two years, thanks to the generous donations from local and
regional businesses! Come ready to bid on some great items and feel good knowing your money goes to something worthwhile 
right here in your community!

All entertainment offered at Community Day is free! Back by popular demand is John Cassidy, the man with the balloons and 
magic. He’ll be here for two shows on the main stage.

The Springtown Fire Company will be sponsoring an automobile extrication! Using their teamwork skills and equipment, our
highly trained firefighters will demonstrate how they would save someone trapped in a car that has been in an accident. This is
an awesome chance to see your local fire and rescue teams at work and ask questions!

New this year is Video Game Parties with their 24-foot mobile entertainment trailer with four state-of-the-art 50” HD 3D Plasma 
TV’s, eight seats with dynamic sound with subwoofers and a nine-foot diagonal screen with an HD projector! An awesome time
for anyone ages 6 to 106! Many games from Wii, Xbox and PS3 will be offered in timed intervals. 

We will be having a Dog Day Afternoon with Quakertown Police Department’s K9 Team of Officer Lockwood and Kito, with
Canine Good Citizenship Testing ongoing throughout the day. We are currently working on getting Bucks County Search and
Rescue for a demonstration as well! 

 

It’s All About the Volunteers!
By Barbara Lindtner, Chairperson, Board of Supervisors

Much of what happens in our township is because of volunteers who are dedicated to giving freely and generously of their time. 
They do this out of love for community and a desire to contribute to the quality of life we all enjoy. 

There are a number of opportunities open on various committees for new volunteers to become involved - 
Zoning Hearing Board, Planning Commission, Environmental Advisory Council, Agricultural Security Committee,
Parks and Recreation Committee and the Community Day Committee. In addition, the Town Watch is starting up and 
needs volunteers to patrol our community. Experience is not required, just a willingness to learn and get involved. 
As the saying goes, “Those who can, do. Those who can do more, volunteer.”

At the end of 2011, the township will be losing a critical, dedicated volunteer, when Rose Strong, Chairperson of Community Day 
since its inception 5 years ago, steps down. Without Rose’s commitment and the hard work of her committee, Community Day 
would not have been possible. 

“It has been an honor to serve the Township in this capacity and I’ve had a great time helping put this event together with my fellow 
committee members. I’ve met wonderful people over these past few years and have gained a true sense of community,” said Rose.

We will miss Rose’s positive, unrelenting commitment to “making it happen.” We hope that a gifted volunteer will 
come forward to lead the Community Day Committee so that this event will not be lost. If you want more information 
about what is involved, contact rosestrong@st-cd.org

If you’re interested in becoming a volunteer in any area and would like more information, contact Township Manager Rich Schilling 
at rschilling@springfieldbucks.org or 610-346-6700, ext 12.

RECYCLING OPTIONS!

Paper Recycling
 Get rid of those old phone books, magazines, newspapers, etc. Bring them to the township building and put them in
 the Abitibi recycling bin!
	 Thank	You in advance for helping the Township turn TRASH into CASH! Instead of adding to our landfills, paper can
 be recycled into many functional items. The recycling bin in place by the side of the Township parking lot is available for 
 any one, not just residents. Please do NOT include Cardboard, Plastic, Glass, Metal, Trash in the Abitibi bin.

Cardboard Recycling 

 Township residents may bring household cardboard to the appropriate recycling bin next to the Municipal Building. 
 Please flatten boxes before putting them in the bin.
  
Resident Tip for Unused, Good Paints 

 A number of colleges and schools with drama departments surround us. They make new sets for each production. 
 A resident donated 30 unused, partial cans of paints to one grateful college. Keep this in mind before you discard 
 unused-but-still-good paints!
 
Other Recycling Information
 A good local source for recycling information is the Bucks County website at www.buckscounty.org. 
 Select Departments, then Planning	Commission, then Recycling. There are listings for many different types of
 recycling needs, from oil to Freon appliances. 

 Springfield Township participates in the annual Household	Hazardous	Waste and Old	Computer	Recycling program 
 offered by the Bucks County Planning Commission. Although all collection dates for this summer are past, watch the 
 Township website in May 2012 for the dates and locations for next year’s collections, or contact BCPC at 215-345-3400.

 Also, check out www.earth911.com.for places that accept numerous other items for recycling. Sign up for the 
 Earth911email. You’ll receive facts and tips about disposal of the various products you use. Drop them an email 
 at greentips@earth911.com.
 

c c c

The EAC will hold their
   Annual Tire Recycling 
         Saturday, October 1, 2011 - 9 am to 2 pm
              2320 Township Road, Quakertown, PA 18951

              Car & SUV tires - $2.00 each
                 Motorcycle tires - $3.50 each
                   Tractor Trailer tires - $7.00 each
                                Tires should be free of rims. 
                             Tires on rims will be assessed an additional
                         charge of $1.00 for rim removal.

                We will also accept car,
             truck and marine batteries
               Please note:
           Leaking or damaged batteries
       will not be accepted.
    Download a flyer from the township website:
www.springfieldbucks.org

c c c c c cc c ccc c cc
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Township Hosts Well Owner Education Classes
By Karen Bedics, Springfield Township Supervisor

In June 2011, in partnership with Pennsylvania State
University, Springfield Township hosted a series of 
classes on caring for private water supplies. The
classes were well attended by about 20 area residents, 
who found helpful information on subjects such as 
threats to wells, what to test water for and protecting 
wellheads. The township plans to offer these classes 
again next year.
 
Information on caring for your water supply
will also be available at the Environmental
Advisory Council’s booth on Community Day,
September 24.

Supervisor Karen Bedics and residents discuss the displays at 
the Well Owner Education Classes this past June.

 Below are some water protection tips from the Master Well Owners’ Network (MWON)
   Test your water 
   • Yearly - test Ph and for coliform bacteria 
   • Every 3 years - test also for Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) 
 Land use around your well can determine what to test your water for:
    Use:    Test	For:
    Agricultural use -    nitrates, coliform, bacteria, pesticides
    Mining -     Ph, iron, manganese
    Gas drilling -     sodium chloride, barium
    Dumps, landfills, factories -  metals, Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s)
    Heavily salted roadways -   sodium, chloride, Total Dissolved Solids (TDS)
 Inspect your well
   • Keep area around your well clean and accessible.
   • Limit use of pesticides or fertilizers.
   • Be aware of local activities that may impact your water.
   • Do a visual inspection of your well casing to check for cracks, holes or corrosion. 
   • Install a sanitary well cap to keep out insects, rodents and other surface contamination.
   • Prevent backflow by installing an inexpensive backflow prevention device.

             Information courtesy of Penn State Master Well Owner Network. 
             For more useful information visit: http://mwon.cas.psu.edu
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Protecting our Heritage 
By Jeff Lindtner

The symbol of Springfield Township is Knecht’s Covered Bridge,
built 138 years ago in 1873. This local landmark still stands,
despite two recent arson attempts.  

Around 1850 there were approximately 14,000 covered bridges in 
the country. Today about 800 survive; Pennsylvania, with 227 covered 
bridges, has more than any other state. There are 12 in Bucks County 
alone. 

A number of events and endeavors came together recently to help the 
Township preserve this historic landmark. Since the County owns the 
bridge, Springfield Township supervisors presented a Resolution to the 
Bucks County Commissioners requesting that protective measures be 
instituted to preserve the bridge. Accompanying the resolution was 
a $5,000 personal pledge from a township resident to reinforce just 
how important the bridge is to members of the community. 

Photo courtesy of Scott Heist 
The Bucks County Covered Bridge Society, an organization dedicated to the preservation of the County’s covered bridges,
sought grants for the preservation and protection of our bridge. The Bucks County Conference & Visitors Bureau and the Lehigh 
Valley Community Foundation’s Neusch Fund generously committed contributions for Knecht’s Bridge. The bridge was also chosen 
to receive a Federal grant through the National Historic Covered Bridge Preservation Program.   

The project design relies on the counsel of nationally recognized leaders as to best practices for the security of historic bridges. 
When this preservation project is fully completed, Knecht’s Bridge will be the first bridge in Pennsylvania to have an integrated
protection system installed that includes low-level lighting, an alarm system, a dry standpipe sprinkler system and a surveillance
system. Andy Marek, who grew up in Springtown, wishes to help protect the bridge. Andy works with Gillespie Electric and will
personally be overseeing the installation of the security systems.  

The approximate cost to purchase and install this integrated protection system is $24,000. Anticipated grant funding is $21,000, 
along with another $1,100 in donations already received from residents. This leaves an unfunded balance of $1,900 to install the 
needed security measures, plus the ongoing cost to maintain them, such as electricity, inspections, etc.

The Springfield Township Supervisors have established a fund to accept contributions from individuals or businesses who wish
to participate in the ongoing protection and maintenance of Knecht’s Bridge. For information, please contact Richard Schilling, 
Township Manager, 610-346-6700, ext 12 or by e-mail at  rschilling@springfieldbucks.org

   

Parks and Recreation Plan Underway in Springfield Township
By Ann Toole, Recreation Plan Consultant, and Barbara Lindtner, Chairperson, Board of Supervisors

Springfield Township is developing its first Parks and Recreation Plan. The purpose of the plan is to help enhance the quality of life 
in Springfield Township.    

Once completed, the Plan will provide a “roadmap” for creating recreation opportunities over the next ten years. The Plan will 
complement our award-winning Open Space Plan that is currently guiding the preservation of nearly 3,000 acres of open space in 
the Township. 

Having a Parks and Recreation Plan in place will enable Springfield Township to plan for the kinds of recreation facilities and
opportunities that our residents want and enable the Township to be competitive for grant funding in the future.  

Nine years ago, the Township purchased the 45-acre Kurtesan Farm property on Peppermint Road. This parcel will be included in 
the Parks and Recreation planning process.   

Involved in the study committee are Township residents Irene Black, Sue Brunner, Tom Cochrane, Nancy Kemmerer, 
Kay Moats, Curtis Reiss, Patrice Ryan and Liz Torgenson, along with Supervisor Barbara Lindtner and Township Manager
Rich Schilling. Together, they will be working with Ann Toole of Toole Recreation Planning, who was selected to help with the plan 
after a competitive evaluation.  

Barbara Lindtner said, “I feel this is an exciting opportunity to continue to protect and preserve our community while looking
at the possibilities of improving the quality of life for our residents.  The Board of Supervisors has been responsive to concerns
about the adequacy of our resources.  It would be a terrific legacy to have recreation opportunities available for our residents
within the Township.”

What Do You Think About Parks and Recreation in Springfield Township?

Here’s your chance to tell us your ideas, suggestions and concerns right from the convenience of
your own home! Please complete the survey that we will be mailing to you shortly and return it in
the postage-paid, self-addressed envelope as soon as possible. We’ll use what you have to say in
developing our plan. It	is	very	important	for	you	to	take	a	few	minutes	to	give	us	your	opinion	

by	completing	and	returning	the	survey!

“Upper Bucks Regional Emergency Medical Services would like to thank all subscribers for their 
much-needed donations. We would also like to encourage all who have yet to subscribe to please 
do so. Please refer to www.ubrems.org for further information. Also, be on the lookout for the

newest addition to our fleet, our Advanced Life Support Mobile Intensive Care Unit should be
arriving in late fall. This new ambulance will bring the Emergency Room to the patient!”


